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Pn OV. Xiv. 34. 


3 Eng exalteth a Mation, but Sin 
_ Reproach zo any People. 


INCE Happineſs is the ultimate Aim 
and Deſire of all Men, nothing can 
be of greater Service than to inform 
them wherein it conſiſts, and by what 
Means it may with Certainty be obtain'd. 
And this is what the Sacred Oracles fully in- 
fſtruct us in. It is an Obfervation of the 
Apoſtle Paul, and confirm'd by the Expe- 
rience of all Ages, That Godlineſs? zs profitable 
to all Things; and the Truth of it will be 
ſufficiently evident, if we conſider Men both 
fingly, and conjunctiy. 
J be Goodneſs of God to the human Race 


evidently appears in this, that in thoſe very 
Inſtances Wherein they are honouring or 


glorifying Him, they are promoting their 
own trueſt Intereſt. But fince we are not 
only born for ourſelves, but to be conſidered 
alſo as Members of civil Community; every 
Part ſhould operate in ſuch a Manner, as to 
contribute to the Welfare of the Whole. It 
is the obvious Deſign of Religion thus to in- 
fluence Mankind, and their Experience ſhews, 
that it is the fitteſt Inſtrument of Civil Go- 
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vernment, and of the temporal Proſperity of 


r — 
This will appear to be the Caſe, if we 
conſider Perſons in a Domeſtick or Family- 
Relation; ſince Religion inſtructs Parents and 
Children, Husbands and Wives, Maſters and 


Servants, in the Duties appropriate to each 
of thoſe Relations. Nor is the Advantage of 


Religion viſible only, or chiefly, in the In- 


fluence which it hath upon leſs Societies of 


Men; but principally in its Effects on thoſe 
larger Communities, which are compoſed of 


them. 


e 


The Paſſage of Scripture, under preſent 


Conſideration, leads me to ſpeak of Man- 
kind in a political State, and as Members of 


a Kingdom, or Commonwealth ; in which 
Words. we are inform'd, by one of the wiſeſt 


and moſt experienced of Men, that Righteou/- 
neſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is a Reproach 


to any People. Us Righteouſneſs renders 


them honourable, in the Eſteem of the Su- 
preme Governor of the World, fo it makes 
them great and renowned in the View of 
other Nations, and gives them an extenſive 
Intereſt with the neighbouring Powers. But, 


on the other hand, Unrighteouſneſs and Ir- 
religion introduce Contempt, and Ruin upon - 


a People, by provoking both God, and Men 


againſt them. 


In the further Proſecution of the Subject, 


Iſhall obſerye the following Method: 


1. 7 
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6 & is 7 ball e you 2what we are to un- 


 derfland by thit Righteouſneſs, which 
wee are told hath ſo Gag) and extenſive 
an Influence upon Mankind. And what 
the Sin which ſtands in Oppoſition to 
it, and muſe be ſuppoſed to have the 
_ contrary Effects. 
II. 7 Hall fhew the Truth of the wiſe 
Man's Obſervation, that Righteouſneſs 
doth exalt a Nation, while Sin is a Re- 
Meh „ 
I. fhall apply the Subject, with a lay 
13 cular Reed to the Occafion of our 
meerong together at this Time. 


I. I. all inform you what wwe are to un- 


| - han by this Righteouſneſs, which we are 
fold bath fo happy and extenſive an Influence 
2 Mankind; and what by the Sin which 


ands in Oppoſition to it, and muſt be ſuppoſed 


70 have the contrary Effect. 


Tho' Righteouſneſs, as it is commonl 
anderſtood, only denotes thoſe Duties which 
one Man owes to another, yet it is ſometimes 
taken in a greater Latitude, and ſo as to com 
priſe the Whole of Religion: And in this Ex- 


| tent ſhall underſtand the Word, becauſe it 
doth not ſeem to be oppoſed to any particu. 


lar Sin, but to all Sm. © 
By Religion in general, I mean the Know- 


lege and Practice of the ſeveral Duties which 


i - 5 Sth we 


141 


we are obliged to, out of a Regard to the 
Supreme Being. We are not to ſuppoſe 
with ſome (whoſe Practice Religion con- 
demns) that Mens Obligations to it ariſe on- 
ly from flaviſh Fear, from. Education, and 
"5a or from State-juggle. On the 
contrary, it hath an undoubted Foundation 
in the Nature and Reaſon of Things. The 
Duties thereof are built upon, and carry 
with them, ſuch immutable Reaſons ; as ren- 
der the Practice of them always fitting. 

If we carefully conſider God's moral Cha- 
racter; if we alſo conſider how we are con- 
ſtituted and circumſtanced, and ſtand natu- 
rally related to him, and our Fellow-Crea- 
tures; we may, without much Difficulty, 
diſcover what he expects from us, and what 
Sort of Conduct will recommend us to his 
Acceptance; We are certainly obliged to 
render him ſuch Services as are ſuitable to, 
and due Acknowlegements of, the Perfec- 
tions of his Nature, and our dependent State. 
If God is the Author of our Beings, our 
Protector, Ruler, and conſtant Benefactor; 
if we are his Offepring, Dependents, Sub- 
jects, and continued Beneficiaries; we can- 
not but be convinced, that all the internal, 
and external Acts of Homage, which, we 
are capable of, become our undoubted Duty. 
As Religion. neceflaril y includes an honour- 


able er of the e Being, ſo it 
doth 


1 1 
doth a ſuitable Danes of ſuch an Opinion, 
by our Thoughts, Words, and Actions. 
The Duties which we owe to ourſelves, 
are expreſs'd by Sobriety, or keeping within 
thoſe Bounds which Reaſon, and Religion 
have preſcribed to us. This Sobriety con- 
ſiſts in the due Regulation and Government 
oſ our Affections, Appetites, and Paſſions; 
and the Effects of it are Humility, Meekneſs, 
Contentment, Purity, Temperance, &c. 
But, beſide the Reſpect which we owe to 
_ God. and to ourſelves; Religion demands 
ſuch a Regard and Conduct towards our Fel- 
low .- Creatures, as is an Evidence of a ſincere 
Affection to them. It will not ſuffer us, by 


any Means, to prejudice them in their juſt 


Rights, or do them any Injury with reſpect 
to their Perſons, Reputation, or Poſſeſſions. 
On the contrary, it will oblige us to intro- 
duce as great a Degree of Happineſs amongſt 
Mankind, as our limited Powers and Situa- 
tion admit of; to become uſeful Members 
of Society, and agreeable to all about us, by 
the Diſplays of univerſal Benevolence; and 
by ſuch a Conduct, as is ſuitable to our own 
and others different Stations, and Relations. 
And as ſuch a Temper, and Conduct are 
highly valuable in themſelves, and become 
us as Men; ſo they will render us well- 

pleaſing to God. 
Thus I have ſhewed you, that by Ri 'ght- 
ae, in the Text, wie are to 

| a 


„ 
all the Dutes of Relig gion, whether the 
have a more peculiar Relfect to God, 
ourſelves, or to others. And fince' Sin is 
«1a 8 to this Righteouſneſs, it muſt be 


every 
of, becauſe it is true of all, that it hath ver 


pernicious and malignant Effects upon Man- 


kind; as I ſhall have Occafion to ſhew here- | 


after. 

No doubt, thoſe Offences Wich are of 
a publick Nature, have the worſt Tendency, 
and ſpread their Influence fartheſt; but we 


are not to ſuppoſe, that the Malignity of 


thoſe Sins which are more private, muſt be 
neceſſarily confined to the Perſons who com- 
mit them. On the contrary, their Families, 
their Neighbours, and Acquaintance, and 
even thoſe of whom they have not the leaſt 
Knowlege, muſt be Partakers with them 


in the Effects of their Conduct; as the whole 


Body mult ſuffer by the —_ of every 
Member. 


3 Aal ſhew the Truth of the wiſe 
Man's Obſervation, that Righteouſneſs doth 
exalt a Nation, while Sin is a Reproach 
to it. | 


And this will ſufficiently appear, if we 


| conſider the Declarations of Scripture The 


natural Tendency, and Effects of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Sin The Equity of the Divine Go- 
vernment-And the Experience of all Ages. 


— 


ind of Sin that the wiſe Man ſpeaks 


. The 
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The D ons of Scripture are a. 


| B that Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, 
while Sin is a Reproach to it. 


The Character of the Set Governor of 


the World is, that he loveth 7 5 ſueſs, 


and bis ene beholds 7 ight ; but 
the Wicked, and him that verb Vi 8 his 


Soul hateth, And we may 2th RY 
that he will, at the fitteſt Time, and in the 

fitteſt Manner, evidence that Love, and Ha- 
tred, to the proper Objects thereof. 


A due Regard to the Laws of God is the 


only Method that infinite Wiſdom hath pre- 
ſcribed, 1n order to preſerve a People from 


Ruin. When the Degeneracy among Man- 


Find was become general, and all Fleſh had 


corrupted its Way upon the Earth ; Noah was 


appointed by God as a Preacher of Right- 
eouſneſs; that Mankind by their Repentance, 
during the Seaſon of Divine Patience, might 


eſcape 7 * threatened Judgments. And, in 


like manner, the Deſtruction of N neveh 
Was determined, if the Inhabitants thereof 


did not repent in a limited Time. The Me- 
thod which was made uſe of by the holy 


Prophets, when the Tfraelites, by their 


Tranſgreſſions, had provoked the Almighty ; 
was to preſs them to a Reformation, And, 


in like manner, the holy Baptiſt, and our 


0 bleſſed Saviour, inform'd the Fes, that by 
* Method alone they n en, that 


dotal 
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total Extirpation, wherewith they were 
threatened. 
Peace and Plenty, fruitful Seaſons, / Vie 
tory over their Enemies, and other temporal 
Bleſſings, were promiſed to the Fewiſh | 


Church and Nation, on Condition of their 


Obedience; and a great Variety of heavy 


| Judgments were threatened, in caſe of Diſ- 
obedience : as you may ſee at large, in the 


xxvith of Leviticus, and in ſeveral other Parts 
of Scripture. There cannot be a plainer, 
and more peremtory Declaration of the 
Mind of God, as to his Dealings with a _ 
tion or People, than what is delivered 


xvii. 7, 8, 9, 10. At what Inſtant 1 aal 
 Jpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning 


a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, 
and to deſtroy it; if that Nation againſt 


obom T1 have pronounced, turn from their 
Evil, T will repent of the Evil that I thought 


70 do unto them. And at what Inſtant T ſhall 


Speak concerning a Nation, and concerning 


a Kingdom, to build, and to plant it ; if it 
do Evil in my Sight, that it obey not my Voice, 
then I will repent of the Good aberewith I 


ſaid I would benefit them. 


That a ſinful People can no otherwiſe 
eſcape the threatened Judgments of God, 


than by a national Reformation; is ſufficient- 


ly evident from the compaſſionate Concern 
which Chriſt manifeſted, with reſpect to the 


Inhabitants of Jeroen, * their Caſe 


Wag 


2 
% 
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Kn 


was become defperate; Luke xix. 417 ; 42. 
43, A Men he was come near, he beheld 
_. City, an 4oept over it, ſaying Tf thou 
hadft knbwn, even thou, at leaſt in this thy 
Day, the Thines Which belong fo thy Peace ! 
But now they are hid from thine Eyes. For the 
fall come upon thee, that thine Ene- 
ſhall caſt a Trench about thee, and com. 
— thee Found, and keep thee in on every 
Side, and ſball lay thee even with the Ground, 
and thy Children within thee ; and they all 
not leave in thee one Stone upon another, be- 


r 4's thou Loa bane te Time of thy} V1 iftation, 


e 2 he natural 7 endency and Efiets of 
| Rj whreouſneſs, and Sin; fond a furtier £700 
that the former exalteth a Nat? on, while the 
later i Reproach to lt. 

The preſent Conſtitution of Things is ſuch; 
that the neeeſſary Reſult of our Act ons will 
be Happineſs, or Miſery; as thoſe Actions 

are good, or evil, When Religion end Vir- 
tue are in general Repnte, and become the 
| (Temper and Conſtitution of any People; they 
muft have a direct Tendency to adv: nce the 
Welfare of Mankind. Could all Men be 

revailed' upon to act with Piety towards 
Bod, with Sobriety, and Diligence in their 
on Concerns; with Juſtice, Fidelity, and 
Charity towards others: the Happineſs of the 
World would greatly exceed our ' preſent |» 
Ds pad * confiſts in obeying 
the 
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the Commands, and in imitating the Perfec- 


tions of the Divine Being ; and Happineſs is 


the certain Conſequence of this Temper, and 


Conduct. And if we conſider Men in a poli- 


tical Capacity, the only poſſible Foundation 


of true and laſting Felicity to any Society; is 
the Practice of Righteouſneſs, or genuine 
Religion. In Proportion as Piety, Juſtice, 


Truth, and Fidelity prevail; in the like Pro- 
portion will the Happineſs of the Public be 


ſecured: becauſe every Virtue hath a natural 


Tendency to ſecure, and advance the Public 


Good. 1 n | 
But let us now ſhift our Proſpect, and 


conſider what Calamities a general Corrup- 
tion of Manners muſt introduce into Societies. 


Tho ſome Men are ſo beſotted as not to diſ- 
cern it, Sin is extremely prejudicial to our 
temporal Intereſts; and eſpecially thoſe Sins 


Which are attended with very aggravating 


Circumſtances. Irreligion, and Profaneneſs 


overturn the very Foundation of Society; and 


thoſe who have caſt off all-Fealty to the Su- 


preme Governor of the World, can give no 


ſufficient Security for their Allegiance to 


earthly Rulers. Oppreſſion, Fraud, Avyarice, 


Uncharitableneſs, Intemperance, and a long 
Train of other Vices; ſpread their baneful 
Influence all around, and tend, more or 


leſs, to its Diſſolution. The Calamities un- 


der which the Nations groan, generally pro- 


cced from Mens obvious Vices. Wars, and 


Deſola- 


\ 


— 


[n 1 

Deſolations, with their conſequent Miſeries, 
are the manifeſt Effects of unbounded Am- 
bition, or Revenge. Pride, and Hatred, are 
the Parents of private Conteſts and Quar- 
rels. Poverty, and Diſtreſs, are by pre 
owing to Perſons own Sloth, and Luxu 
or to others Fraud, and Oppreflion. And, to 
add no more Particulars, Sickneſs and Diſ- 
_ eaſes flow from Men's Intemperance, and 
Neglect; or elſe are delivered down to them, 
as a ſad Inheritance from their Anceſtors. 

If we conſider Mankind as divided into 
Governors, and Governed, we ſhall have a 
further Proof of the natural Effects of Right- 


5 ceouſneſs, and Unrighteouſneſs, with reſpect 


to public Societies. The Neceſſities of hu- 
man Nature compel Men to ſome Sort of 
Order, and Government; but if Religion was 
baniſh'd out of the World, if Men were un- 
der no Reſtraints of Conſcience, nor were 
perſuaded of future Retributions; Govern- 
ment would want its firmeſt Foundation. 
Let us ſuppoſe, that Rulers make Laws 
only with a View to the Good of the Com- 
. er. hat thoſe Laws are executed 
with Diligence, and Impartiality— That 
they make uſe of all their Influence, and 
Authority, to promote Virtue, and good 
Agreement among Men, and ſet before them 
amiable Examples thereof. Let us alſo ſup- 
| poſe, that Inferiors honour and reverence 
their Fe and are * upon all Oc- 
101. 02; caſions, 


— 
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caſions, to defend their Perſons, maintain 
their Government, and acknowlege their 
Authority, by Obedience, and Subjection— 
That they faithfully, and conſtantly, per- 
form the ſeveral Duties which they owe to 
each other And that a mutual Truſt and 
Confidence are the Foundation, and Mea- 
ſure of their Conduct. Let us, I fay, ſup- 
pale theſe Things; and we have the moſt. 
lovely Repreſentation of public Happineſs 
placed in our View, that this K pe State 
admits of, 
On the contrary, if Rulers act as if the 
Deſign of Government was only to advance 
their external Grandeur——If Ambition, and 
Reſentment are their governing Principles ; B 
and, in order to the Gratification thereof, 
their Subjects are pillaged, and - oppreſſed. 
And if, among ſuch Subjects, Irreverence to 
the Perſons, and Diſobedience to the lawful 
Commands of Superiors If raſh Cenſures 
of their Adminiſtration, Faction, and Re- 
bellion, prevail: Or if, among themſelves, 
Injuſtiee, Fraud, Luxury, and other re- 
markable Vices, are generally practiſed and 
encouraged; ſuch Communities muſt :ſen- 
fibly feel the pernicious Effects thereof: for 
theſe are manifeſt Symptoms of a Decay 
and Declenſion, tending towards a total Dif- 
ſolution Upon the Whole, it is moſt evi- 
dent, that if 9 Practice of Vice Was gene- 
FAY 0 _ "Manxand, according to the 
common 


T 131 2 
common Courſe of Things, Would become 


wretched and miſerable, live in eternal Broils 
and Diſcord, loſe moſt on the Securities and 


Comforts of Life, and become a conſtant 


Plague to one another. 


III. That R. ghteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, 


: while Sin is a 5 ary to it; may further 
appear, by conſidering the Equity = the Di- 


ine Government. 


Ir there were no ſuch viſible and ſenſible 
Tokens of God's Pleaſure, and Diſpleaſure, 


with reſpect to good and bad Men, as have 


a manifeſt Tendency to exerciſe their Vir- 


FR tues, and correct their Faults; we ſhould not 


be ſo eaſily perſuaded, that the World is go- 
verned by a righteous, wiſe, and good Be- 


7 Both the Good, and "Evil of Mens 
A 


ions, manifeſtly extend beyond them- 
ſelves, and others are nearly affected by them; 
but the Providence of God directs wc the 
one, and the other, as the wiſe Ends of Go- 
vernment require. 
Tho particular Perſons may not be re- 
warded, or puniſhed, at preſent, agreeable 
to their moral Character; yet the Juſtice of 
the Divine Government ſeems to require, 
that there ſhould be preſent Retributions to 
ſuch Communities, or Bodies of Men, as 


have only a Being in this World. Beſides g 


thoſe Rewards, and Puniſhments, which are 


the natural Conſequences .of Mens Actions; | 


the 
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LE 
theConſideration of God's Perfections will in- 


duce us to believe, that he will viſit them with 


ſuch remarkable Mercies, or Judgments, as are 
plain Indications of his Favour, or Diſpleaſure. 
= Tho natural Cauſes, left to themſelves, act 

neceſſarily, yet as they are under the Direc- 
tion of infinite Wiſdom and Counſel, we 
may aſſure ourſelves they will be made in- 


ſtrumental in rewarding, or puniſhing Man- 
kind. The Air which we breath, is whol- 


ſome, or peſtilential; and becomes an In- 


ſtrument of Life,' or Death. 'The Earth be- 
comes fruitful, or barren, according to-the 


Nature of the Seaſons; and theſe are to be 


conſidered as Inſt ments in God's Hands, 
concerning w he Pſalmiſt affirms, that 
Fire and Hail, Snow and Vapours, and 
formy Winds, 2 Ifl bis Word, Pal, cxlviii. 8. 
The moſt unexpected Events, and ſuch as 
appear caſual as to us; are not only foreſeen, 
but alſo over-ruled, by the Governor of the 
World. Theſe are the Inſtruments of Pro- 
vidence, by them God yruſtrates the Tokens 
of the Lyars, and maketh Diviners mad. He 
turneth wiſe Men backward, and maketh 
their Knowlege fooliſh. But tho' it is rea- 
ſonable, in general, to expect that Nations 
and Kingdoms ſhall be rewarded, or pu- 
niſhed, at preſent, agreeable to their paſt 
Conduct; yet we are not to ſuppoſe, that 
ſuch Acts of Mercy, and Judgment are 
e at all Times. It is eaſy 50 appre- 
£ | 5 3 
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ments inflicted, by an in 
there is, at Times, ſo near a Reſemblance 


 [- 163 * 
ae that thoſe Perſons Who appear in the 


| Defence of a juſt and righteous Cauſe, may, 
on other Accounts, be Objects of the Divine 


Diſpleaſure. And, when they have thus for- 
feited the Protection of Heaven, the Cauſe 
they have engaged in, however righteous in 
itſelf, may be oppreſſed, without any Re- 
fiction u den God' 8 3 Government. 


IV. Tn e- ts buht in the 2 Place, 
that. Righteouſneſs exalteth @ Nation, while 
Sin is a Reproach to it; we may appeal to the 


. ence of all Ages. 


This will ſhew us, that many exwhbeelt= 
nary Mercies have been conferred, and Judg- 
le Hand; and 


between thoſe Mercies, and Judgments, and 
the previous Conduct of ſuch as are viſited 
by them; that there is no Room to doubt 
but one is the Cauſe of the other. When a 


Nation walks uprigbtiy, their Place of De- 


Fence ſhall be the Munition of Rocks, Bread 
ſhall be given them, and their Water fure; 
while. others endure many Calamities, ſuch 
as Famine, Peſtilence, Earthquakes, Inun- 
dations, &c, which, in ſeveral Inſtances, are 


Feng Indications of the juſt and righteous 


engeance of God, on a ſinful People. 
"The Deſtruction of the old World by an 
awful Deluge; the Puniſhment of Sodom, 


2 6 we the Cities of the Plain, by 


Light- 


1 26 
Lightening from Heaven: are recorded as 
perpetual Monuments of God's Hatred to 
g Iniquity. Incorrigible Pharaoh, 
and many — had been employed as In- 
ſtruments of his Cruelty, ſoffeted a moſt ex- 
emplary Puniſhment | fort their Oppreſſions, 
by the remarkable Plagues n God 
viſited them; and by the final Ruin of that 
tyrannical Prince, and his Hoſts, in the 
Red. Sea. This ſad Cataſtrophe Moſes ele- 
gantly deſcribes, Exod. xv. Mith the Blaft 
of .tby. Noftrils - (faith he) the Waters were 
gathered together, the Hod fad upright as 
An Heap, the Depths were: congealed in the 
Heart of the Sea. The Enemy ſaid, I will 
purſue, I will ouertabe, T will divide the 
OTA my. Luft ſhall be ſatisfied upon them, I 
will draw my Sward, my Hand 2 deftroy : 
them: Thou. did(t blow avith thy Wind, tbr 
Sea covered them, they fank: ai Lead in the 
mighty Malers. Ver. $,:.g,)10. The Ca- 
naanites, and other Nations, when the Mea- 
ſace of their Ini quities Was tall, were driven 
out befoxe" oel; and theſe: Ikraclites were 
ſurpriſingly victorious, -while they were re- 
markable Sunetypics oe. r to their 
Kang, and God. 
_. Hiſtory presa us with many kiſtnies 
of Nations! ſubdued, and fallen from an ex- 
alted State to a miſerable Captivity, by a Diſ- 
ſolut f Manners. The Foundatiem of 
the mighty Empire of the Romans was laid 
. 6 1 | In 
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in Temperance, Frupality, and exact Juſtice; 


and as long as it was remarkable for theſe, 


and other Virtues; it was alſo remarkable 
ri Proſperity and Influence. But when 


Luxury, Corruption, and other Vices of the 


e Countries found Admiſſion, and 
te Infection among that People 3 

2 became weak and feeble, till, at 
lat, that Empire was divided among the 


1 conquered Nations. The Prophets of God 


plainly foretold the Doom of the great Mo- 


narchies of Ahhria, Babylon, &c. on ac- 


count of their Idolatry, and Wickedneſs; 
which Predictions have been punctually ful- 


filled. And the like Offences have occa- 
ſoned the Diſſolation of many renowned 
States, and flouriſhing Churches: So that if 
any inquire into tlie L of their Down- 


fal, the true Anſwer 18, that hey bath 
been their Ruin,” 


But no People upon Earth were more re- 


markible Monuments, at different Times, 


both of ys mr and Diſpleaſure; than 


the Fews. They were delivered, in the 


moſt furpri ſing Manner, from that heavy 
Yoke which the Egyptians laid upon them; 


aud a miraculous Power attended them in 
all their Motions. Tho God found them in 
2 deſert Land, and inthe waſte howling Wil- 


dernefs; be led them: about, he inſt ructed them, 
and kept them as the Apple of 125 Eye. He 
| made” them ride o * * Places 25 the 


: | Earth, 


1128.3 
Earth, that tbey might. eat the Increaſe * 
the Fields, fuck Honey, out of the Rock, and. 
Oil out of the. flinty Stone. God choſe. them. 
10 be a peculiar People to himſelf, above all. 
Nations upon the Face of the Earth. And if 
we conlider, the ſurpriſing, Interpoſition,, of 
Providence in their  Fayour, they might 
well ſay, with Wonder, and 5 2 
What Nation is there ſo great, wobich hath: 
God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God 
is, in all things that we call upon him for |. 
This was their Caſe, while obedient. to the 
great Governor of the World. 9 
But how ſurpriſing was the Chang e of 

Circumſtances, when they changed 1 5 
Manners! Thoſe who * in ſuch an aſto- 
niſhing Manner, been delivered from Bon- 
dage; became Vaſſals, firſt to their own 
Lults, and then to the Philiſtines, Aſyrians, 
and other Heathen Nations ; ; and no Won- 
der that thoſe ſhould become extremel mi- 
ſerable, who had been extremely ſinful. 

; However, their greateſt Calamities are All a 
behind. Our Saviour foretold, that as no 
People's Sins had equall'd theirs, ſo theis 
Calamities ſhould be proportioned to the 
for, . ſpeaking of their final, Deſtruction, $4. 
aſſures them, that there ſhould be great Tri- 71. 
bulation, fuch as was not from the Begrmning 
of the We orld to that Time, no, nor ever ſhout 
be. Matt. xxiv. 21. And vrhoever wi 
read the Jewiſh, Hiſtor' Jan's Account of that 


7 TY i Umpor- 


1 
important Event, and compare it with Scrip- 
ths will be convinced, 255 there rc 
punctual Accompliſhment of the Prediction. 
He thought no People ever ſuffered ſuch 
Wb... ee as the Fews had done; and was 
convinced, that no Nation, from the Be- 
„ ginning of the World, did ever ſo abound 
@ in all Kinds of Wickedneſs and Impiety.” - 
Nay, he adds, © That thoſe Calamities which 
s they brought upon themfelves, were fo 
great; that their final Deſtruction, by the 
_ © Romans, did rather put a Period to their 
 *« Miſery, than increaſe it.” 
III. I now proceed to the Applicatic on of the 
; Subject, with a particular Regard to the Oc- 
caſion of our meeting togetber at this Time. 
But previous to this, it may be proper 
briefly to conſider an Objection, which ſome- 
times hath been, and again may be made to 
what hath been ſaid. The Objection it; J. hat 
ſome Communities, which are remarkable for 
abounding Iniquity ; ; are equally proſperous 
t07 th others, of an oppoſite Character. 
Hhut let it be confidered, that it is very dif- 
ficult to form ſuch a Compariſon between 
one "Society and another, as to be proper 
Judges of the reſpective Meaſures and De- 
grees of their Tranſgreſſions; and, conſe- 
quently, at what Time, and in what Manner, 
it concerns the Supreme Ruler to ſtand up in 
Vindication of his Honour, oF the e 
of public Judgments. © * - * 
ES... on As 
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As we have Reaſon to conclude, from va- 


- fious Declarations of Scripture, and the 
Conduct of Divine Providence, that wicked 


Men, in Community, have often been ſpared, 
for the Sake of the Righteous ;. ſo we can- 
not pronounce. any Nation or People pro- 
ſperous and happy, merely: from a Ap» 

rances ; nor till we fee what Iſſue things 
ſhall have. A Kingdom may ſeemingly 
flouriſh, when Ruin is making its filent Ap- 
proach, without giving any Warning? Yet 
a little while, and the Wicked ſhall not be. 
Tho' there is no viſible impending Storm, 
which threatens their Ruin, yet prevailing 
Sin may ſap and undermine their Happineſs, 
ſo as to bring. them into Deſolation as in a 
Moment, and utterly conſume them with 


Terrors. 


We cannot reaſonably infer, from God's 
Long - ſufferance towards a ſinful People, that 
he doth not reſent their Conduct; or that he 
will not, at the moſt proper Seaſon, evi- 
dence that Reſentment. When the Mea- 


ſure of their Iniquity is full (of which he is 


the only proper Judge) we may conclude 


that their Obſtinacy will be puniſhed, with 
a more exemplary Vengeance. Af 

If ſome ſinful Communities ſhould be 
proſperous (as the Objection ſuggeſts): yet 


we ought to conſider, that a few particular 
Inſtances do not alter the general Truth of 
Things; nor acquaint us with the uſual 


a 


Methods 


L211 | 
Methods in hich: God aroceeds with Man- 
kind. And if any Bodies of Men preſume 
upon his Patience, on account of ſuch ſin- 
gular Inſtances; by that Preſumption, they 
| — the moſt effectual Method to arm the 
Divine Vengeance againſt them. 5 
I ſhall now proceed to the more direct 
Improvement of the Subject, under the fol- 
lowing Particulars. 5 mY 
I. I ſhall endeavour to convince you of 
the dangerous Miſtake of thoſe Perſons, 
who imagine, that the ſinful Conduct which 
is ruinous to a Society, may be advan- 
tageous to ſome particular Members of that 
Society. 
No doubt, Men propoſe to themſelves an 
Advantage by their Sins; and this is the 
Bait by which the Adepts and Proficients in 
Iniquity enſnare Beginners: Come with us, 
let us lay wait for Blood, let us Jurk priuihy 
for the Innocent, without Cauſe ; let us ſiual. 
low them up alive as the Grave, and whole, 
as thoſe that go down to the Pit: We ſhall 
find. all p23. ous Subſtance, we ſhall fill our 
Houſes with Spoil, caft in thy Lot among 
us, let us all have one run. Prov. i. 11, 
12 13, 14. | 
' Nay, Tranſgreſſors do not only 77 5 
themſelves a conſiderable Advantage by their 
Sins, but ſometimes think they are in Poſ- 
1 ſeſſion of it; but for private Perſons to de- 
. upon any * and laſting Be- 


nefit, ; 
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the Public. . 
Corruption, and Deceit, 
themſelves many external Advantages ; yet 
few, comparatively, overtake the Advan- 
tages which they are in Purſuit of. And 
| when they do, how fluctuating, vexatious, 

and interrupted hath their Enjoyment there- 
of been; and how ſoon hath their higheſt 
Proſperity terminated, in the moſt conſum- 
mate Ruin! Worldly Honours may, poſ- 
be obtained by Methods of Corrup- 
but thoſe Honours are not reall what 
Beſide, how 


ſibly, 
tion; 
they ſeem to be. 
are all things which chiefly depend 
Opinions of Men! 
Bottom, 
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neſit, "from thoſe Actions Which prejudice 
and weaken the Community, of which they 
are Members, muſt generally at leaſt, if not 
in every Inſtance, be a Deluſion : Becauſe 
whatever, in its natural Conſequences, i 
ruinous to the Public; muſt probably, in 
the Courſe of Things, draw down Puniſh- 
ments upon the particular Oftenders them- 
ſelves. _. 
If the Practice of Righteouſneſs | is the on- 
poſſible Foundation of real and durable 
Felicity, to Men conſidered in a private, or 
perſonal Capacity; they can never be bene- 
fited by thoſe Actions which are injurious to 
Tho' Perſons, by Oppreſſion, 


may propoſe to 
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recarious 
upon the 
Upon what a narrow 
and ſlippery Precipice, do they 
ſtand! How ſudden and irrecoverable is 
their Fall . to be! And with what Free- 
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dom and Con tempt will Nai treat their 


Memory. 
a. From thoſe Effects of Righteouſn neſs, 


| and Sin, which are here mentioned ; we may. 


diſcover . what is the real Nature and Pert 
dency of theſe. oppoſite Cauſes. 
Such a righteous, or religious Sonder, as 


| tends. to exalt Aa Nation ; 8 18 pleaſing and ho- 


nourable to the Supreme Being, advan- 


; tageous to the World, and to our elves. "He : 


who, after an impartial Examination of his 
paſt Carriage, can reflect upon a well-ſpent 
Life; a Life ſpent in the Service of God, 


and of his Fellow- Creatures: hath a Foun- 
tain of Joy conſtantly ſpringing up in his 
Soul, the Streams of which will afford Re- 
freſhment to him, in every as Circum- 


| Nance of gon 


On the other hand, can any thing — 
more evil than thoſe Actions by which Men 
violate, the Laws of Heaven? Can any 


thing be more diſingenuous and baſe, with 
reſpect to God, more pernicious with re- 


ſpect to Men, and more unnatural as to our- 


ſelves? By violating thoſe Laws of God, 


which are deſigned: to promote the Welfare 
of Mankind; we do all we can to diſturb 


that. Harmony, and break thoſe, Bands aſun- 


- MS. by, which reaſonable: Beings, are ce- 


mented, -.. When we firſt venture, upon illicit 
Xbicns if we diſcern the Tendenc of them, 


| 888 ſtart back, and ſthew [ e 
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reluctant; and if we are prevailed upon to 
comply with them, the Remembrance of 
what we have done, fills our Souls with bit- 
ter Anguiſh and Remorfe; and will end in 
Shame, Difquiet, and utter Diſappointment : 
Which Conſiderations are a ſufficient Proof 
of the innate Evil of moral Pollution. . 
3. We may learn, from the Paſſage of 
Scripture under our preſent Conſideration, 
what is the only effectual Method of pre- 
venting the Ruin of ſuch a ſinful People as 
we are; and that is by Repentance and Re- 
formation. While Ribhicouneſs exalteth a 
Nation, Sin introduceth Shame, and all 
kinds of Calamity, _ 

That I may affift you in the farther: Ag. 
plicktion of the Subject, I ſhall inform you 
what thoſe Sins are with which we are 
chargeable, and which make our Repentance 
and Reformation neceffary.. And what fort 
of Repentance that muſt be, which will re- 
commend us to the Divine F avour and Ac- 
ceptance. | 
Bak hy cal br you what thoſe Sins are 
with which we are chargeable, and which 
make our Repentance and Reformation ne- 
ce 

It is certain, chat all kinds of Iniquity 
have ſuch a Malignity in their Nature, as 
tends to the Prejudice of Mankind, tho 
they are not attended with equal Aggrava- 
tions; ad therefore i it ſeems ſtrange, that a 
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T Pebple laden tuith Iniguity, as we are, ſhould 


not have been viſited with heavier Judg- 
ments, than what we have yet felt. All the 
Vices and Follies of the neighbouring King- 
doms, and eſpecially of that which is our 
molt inveterate Enemy ; ſeem to be imported 


into this Nation, No Rank and Order of 
Men, no Age or Profeſſion, are exempted 

from ſome Share of the common Guilt. 
Thoſe who are raiſed to exalted Stations, 


and whoſe Examples have a mighty In- 
fluence upon the reſt of Mankind ; are often 


as remarkable for their Impiety, as for their 
Exaltation. What was ſaid of the Fews, 
s too applicable to ourſelves : The Prophets 


propheſy falſely, and the Prieſts bear Rule by 
299 25 and my People love to have it 
fo ; and what will ye do in the End theredf ! 
o ET, 6 88 

_ There is a Number, I fear I may fay a 

conſiderable Number among us, who have, 
in a great meaſure, caſt off Natural, as well 
as Inſtituted Religion; and are taking uncom- 
mon Pains to obliterate thoſe Notions of a 
Deity, which have been implanted in their 
Minds, Such as acknowledge a God, often 


live as if there was no ſuch Being; or, as if 
he took no Cognizance of human Affairs. 
Some Men ſeldom mention the tremendous 


Name of God, ualeſs it is to, profane it, 


ven. The Enemies to Revelation do not on 
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Ke, 
reject the Goſpel with Contempt, but openly 
repreſent it as a human Device, and Fiction; 
and its Advocates as under a pitiable Infarua- 
tion and Deluſion, which, in great Charity, 
they would deliver them from, by robbing 
them. of all their Hopes, Others, who do 
not deny the Chriſtian Inſtitution, pervert 
the Senſe of it in ſuch a manner, as to anſwer 
the vileſt Purpoſes, The Sabbath, which 
the Divine Authority, and our own Intereſt, 
ſhould induce us to ſanctify, is openly pro- 
faned; and the publick Ordinances of Chriſt 
ſhamefully neglected, by thoſe who call 
themſelyes his Diſciples, and Subjects. If I 
ſhould expatiate upon the Avarice, and Op- 
preſſion, the Murmuring, and Diſcontent, | 
the Rioting, Luxury, Lewdneſs, and unac- 
countable Ways of confuming Perſons Days 
and Subſtance, which prevail; the Time- 
would fail me. 

But tho' I can but barely függelt 1 "yl 
going Particulars, there is one thing which I 
muſt particularly mention, becauſe I appre- 
hend that the Evils which the Nation ſuf- 
fers at this Time, are, in a great meaſure, 


owing to it: What mean, is a great degree 


of Irreverence, and Diſreſpect to our Gover- 
nors. Great Numbers have rudely, as well 
a8 groundleſsly, cenſured thoſe Proceedings 
of their Superiors, which they had no Ca- 


pacity, or Opportunity of being acquainted 


with; nay, they have not ſcrupled to ar- 
raign their Sovereign, at their own Bar. By 
theſe, 


5 

theſe, and other ſcandalous Methods, they 
have alienated the Affections of ſome, and 
ſpirited up others to an open Oppoſition to 
the Government. 
This Practice is the more ſurpriſing and 
monſtrous, becauſe, by the Frame of our 
Conſtitution, and the righteous and wiſe 
Conduct of our Sovereign; we might, un- 
der a due Improvement of our Privileges, 
become the happieſt People upon Earth, 
could we be perſuaded to conſent to our own 
Happineſs. That Men of abandoned Prin- 
ciples, of turbulent Spirits and deſperate 
Fortunes, ſhould (upon a flight Pretence, or 
no Pretence at all) interrupt the Peace of 80- 
ciety, is not ſtrange; but that any who are 
poſſeſs d of a confiderable Property in their 
native Country, and enjoy it without the 
leaſt Interruption, ſhould, under a Pretence 
of Patriotiſin, clog the Wheels of Govern- 
ment, and ſhake Perſons Allegiance to their 
rightful Sovereign; is quite aſtoniſhing !_ 

We are not under an abſolute Monarchy, 
where Thouſands become Slaves; to gratify 
the Ambition, and increaſe the. outward 
Grandeur of one Man. Our Sovereign hath 
not, in any Inſtance, diſpenſed with thoſe 
Laws, which he is bound to maintain, We 
are not Tenants at Will to an arbitrary 
Prince, or his ſervile Tools. Our Religion 
is not forced upon us by the Impreſſions of 
Fear, and _ Proſpect 2 a Stake. We are 
E 2 not 
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not. obliged to 1 a Profeſſion contrary to 
the Dictates of Conſcience, or to ſubmit to 
the fiery Trial. If theſe were our Circum- 
ſtances, it would not appear ſtrange to find 
Men 1 the ruling Powers. 


But the Reverſe of this is our Caſe. Our 
Lives are ſecured, and our Property 
ſerved, by the Laws of our Country. We 
have the free Exerciſe of our Relig! gion, and 
the ſecure Poſſeſſion of what we call our 
own. We live under the auſpicious Rule of 
a Prince who is remarkable Re Juſtice, and 
Lenity, for Steadineſs, and Courage, and a 
. Regard to thoſe Laws which are 


the Guardians of our Conſtitution, The 


11 9 of the Community is the End of 
his Government, and he hath always diſ- 
covered a tender. Regard to the Liberties, 

and Repoſe of his Subjects, and of Man- 


kind. The Appeal of Samuel to the People 
of Jſrael (whoſe Governor he was), 80 


their Aſſent to the Truth and Juſtice of it; 


are very applicable to our . 145 Sovereign. | 


1 Sam, xii. 3, 4. Behold here Tam, witneſs 
againſt me before the Lord, and before bis 
. Whoſe Ox have J taken, and 


ohoſe Aſs have 3 or whom have I de- 
frauded? Whom baue T1. oppreſsd, or of 


whoſe Hand have I received any Bribe, fo 
blind. my Eyes therewith? and I will. reftore - 


it you: And 1 . Thou We" not MOTOR, 


1 293 


b ed us, nor oppreſid us; neither hof thou 


taken ought of any Man's Hand, 

2. I proceed toſhew what Repentance or 
| Reformation that muſt be, which will re- 
commend a Nation or People to the Divine 
Favour and Acceptance. 


As to the Nature of it, it muſt be ſincere, 


and not only etended. It muſt chiefly 
ariſe not from the temporal Inconveniencies 
of Sin, but from a Senſe of the Evil of it, 
As it muſt reſpect all known Sin in general, 
ſo it muſt have a Regard to thofe Offences in 


particular, which have the moſt malignant 


Inflience upon the Welfare of Society. 
What Proportion the Number of Penitents 


| ſhould bear to the whole Number of the In- 


habitants of any Country, in order to ſecure 
the Divine Favour; we are no where in- 
form d. But this we may conclude, that by 


how much the more general and e ; 


Mens Repentance is; ſo mach the more 
available will it be for the Public Goed. 


Princes and Nobles, as well as thoſe of in- 
Lerior Rank, are Subjects of the univerſal 8o- 


vereign; and therefore ought, in common 
| with others, ta: ꝓroſtrate themſelves at the 
Foot of God's Throne, and acknowledge 
their Violations of his Laws. Thus, upon 


the Warning given to Nenevebh of its ap- 


proaching Ruin, if it repented not, we are 


not only Informed that the People, in gene- 


| ral, diſcovered all the ordinary Signs of Re- 


pentance; 
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pentance; but alſo that the King aroſe from 
his Throne, laid afide his Robes from him, 
and covered him with Sach- cloth, and ſat in 


Aſhes. Jonah iii. 6. Nor did he ever do 950 


thing more becoming his Regal Dignity. 


Where this Repentance is ſincere, there 
will be a hearty Sorrow and Shame for paſt 
Sin, how pleaſant wagen, it may have been 


in che Commiſſion, or profitable in the 


n will be Anger and 


Diſpleaſure with ourſelves, on account there- 


of; and we ſhall forbear, for the future, 
that which hath been he Occaſion of a 


Breach between God and us —IIt includes 
an upright Endeavour, as far as poſſible, to 


remove thoſe Evils, of which our Sins have 
been the Cauſe— A humble Confeſſion of 
our Tranſgreſſions to God, and an earneſt 


Deſire of being delivered from their Guilt 


A diligent Performance of the Duties 


we formerly neglected, and a Watchfulneſs 


againſt Relapſes into thoſe Tranſgreſſions 
which we have been chargeable with; for if 
we act with Integrity, we cannot conſent to 
thoſe Tranſgreſſions which have already had 
ſuch miſchievous Conſequences. . 
Beſides that perſonal: Reformation which 
I have been recommending, we ſhould uſe 


all our Influence to reform others. It is too 


great a Bleſſing to be expected, in the pre- 
ſent degenerate State, that Mankind, in ge- 
neral, ſhould. become ſerious and confider- 


ate, 


„ 
ate. Vet who knows but we may help to 
make up that Number, for the Sake of 
which God may fave a ſinful Nation from 
the threatened Evils? Or if we ſhould not 
be the happy Inſtruments of others Refor- 
mation, and of preventing their Sufferings, 
we ſhall have this Satisfaction, that we have 
done our Duty; ſo that the Miſeries with 

which our Land may be viſited, ſhall not 
be laid to our Charge, And it is no incon- 
ſiderable Support and Comfort (if we ſhould 
at laſt be involved in any common Calamity) 
to conſider, that we are not the guilty Cauſes 
of it; but, on the contrary, that we did what 
in us lay to prevent it. 

If we would behave in ſuch a manner, as 
to recommend ourſelves to the Divine Fa- 
vour; we muſt, upon all proper Occaſions, 
take an impartial Review of our paſt Lives, 
and conſider whether we have acknowledged 
God in all our Ways, or whether we have 

not- lived as without him in the World ? 
Whether we have remember'd him with 
Reſpect, and Gratitude ; or whether he hath 
not been in all our Thoughts Let us alſo 
conſider, whether our Demeanour to our 
Fellow - Creatures hath been ſuitable to their 
different Stations, and Relations? Whe- 
ther we have behaved as becomes reaſonable 
Creatures, and Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ? 
Whether we have regulated our Appetites 
| and Paſſions, by, the Lays of. Reaton, and 
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the Rules of Sobriety? And to add no more 
Particulars, whether the general Courſe or 
Tenour of our Actions hath been beneficial, 
or injurious to ourſelves, and others? Let 
our Minds dwell upon theſe Conſiderations, 
till our Hatred to Sin, and Love to Virtue, 
are prevalent. Let us maintain and encou- 
rage theſe Affections, ſo as to render them 
effectual in influencing our Practice, and 
arming us againſt thoſe Sins in particular, 
which are moſt aggravated ; and which we 
are moſt inclined toby Conſtitution, Cuſtom, 
or Employment. And, at the ſame Time, 
let us diſcover a ſpecial Regard to thoſe Du- 
ties, which, on ſome Account or other, we 
have been negligent of, or averſe to. 
The Conſideration of thoſe Evils, which 
Providence hath viſited us with, ſhould be a 
prevailing Motive to a penitent Behaviour. 
'Tho' the Vraelites were remarkable for their 
Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs, yet we are in- 
formed, that when God flew them, then they 
| fought bim; and they returned and inquired 
early after God. Pal, lxxviii. 34. And it 
would be a ſhocking Sign of Stupidity, if 
the preſent unnatural Rebellion, and the En- 
deavours which are uſed, by foreign Powers, 
to ſtrengthen it, and other Symptoms of the 
Divine Diſpleaſure, ſhould not rouſe us from 
our Letharg p. n 
If we would evidence ſuch a Repentance, 
or Reformation, as I am ſpeaking of; it is 
| ER 8 
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might be: More ſuitably employed. When 
sthe andient Pegple of God were under the 
Frowns of Providence, - they mourned, and 
Ino Man did put on bim bis Ornaments. Exod. 
xxxiii. 4. God hath ſo tempered the Life 
-of-Man, that Good and Evil are inter woven, 
din the)preſent” State. But then we are to 
6 . conſider, chat our Conduct, if we would act 
id a ſhould vary with our Con- 
dition. And chisdis manifeſtly. the Determi- 
; "nation of the wiſe Man: Eccleſ. vii. 14. I 
be Day e Proſperity be Joyful, but in the 
Davie Adver/ify. confider. 
f-we-would- act in a Mantkr benen 
true Proteſtants, we ſhould diſcover a com- 
paſſionate Concern for, and ſympathize with 
thoſe that ſuffer, by the Outrage of their, 
and our Enemies. It was a ſharp Charge 
dagainſt- the Pepple of A5 2 bot they lay 
h Beas;of Tuory,. ſiretch'd themſelves: upon 
their Coue bes, eat the Lambs out of the 
Floc ks, and the Calves out of the midſt of the 
Stall. That they chanted to the Soumd of the 
Viol, and A £0: themſelues Inſtruments 
of Muſic, Alike - 2d. That they drank 
IRA in Bowls, and anoi nted themſelves With 
| 1 n * * IS 3 A tbe 
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the chief Gag but were not 
"The Mictions of Joſepb. Amos Fi. 4, 7.6. 
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I we are truly affected with out ne, 
f and thoſe Evils which they have brought 

upon us; we ſhall readily make Uſe of thoſe 
Means which tend to our Deliverance from 
ſuch Evils. Thoſe whom the Providence of 
God hath been bountiful to, ſhould not be 


ſparing; when the Preſervatich. of their Re- 4 
3 ligion, and Liberties, demand «Proportion 
* what they are bleſſed with. 


The truly Penitent will, in a particular 

0 Manner; recommend our Cale to God, in 

vhom is our principal Hope, and Truſt. Nor 
are thoſe who pray for tl e Peace of 2 2 | 

- fem, without ſufficient Grounds | 


that God will be favourable to us. Notwith- * 


ſtanding the ſad Declenſions in Religion, we 
have ſome among us, and J hope no incon- 
fiderable Number; who are frequent, and 
importunate in Prayer with God, on account 
of a ſinful Land. I doubt not but chere are 
many too, who are prepared to ſtand u in 
Defence of our Conſtitution, event at the #5 
 zard of their Lives; if the Neceſſity of the 


Caſe ſhould fequire ſuch a Conduct. Let 


me only add, that our Enemies, notwith- 
ſtanding cheir boaſted Strength, appear to be 

greatly intimidated. And theſe are encourag- 
ing Signs of Succeſs, if we do not, by a Per- 


ſeverance in Ein. fruſtrate our Hopes and - 
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